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Study Area and Methods

Livestock predation is one of the most frequent sources of conflict between humans and carnivores throughout the world,

representing a serious problem for wildlife conservation. We investigated the conflict between pumas and ranchers in two counties

(Villarino and Patagones) of Buenos Aires Province (Argentina). During the last decades, the natural habitats of this region have

been dramatically modified by the expansion of livestock raising and agriculture, which are the principal sources of income for

local people.

This study aims to characterize puma predation and describe its effects in this region.

Study area: Villarino and Patagones Counties 

(25.000 km2), Ecoregion Espinal, Argentina.
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Conclusions

Our results clearly show that local people and pumas have a coexistence conflict in the study area, due to puma attacks on domestic herds. The characteristics of predation vary as a

function of local condition, but economic losses can be important. The information produced in this work can be useful to design local, fine-tuned management plans which could

mitigate conflicts and ensure the puma conservation in the study area. However, we believe that is necessary the participation of local authorities in order to develop and implement

an effective conflict management plan.
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Monthly puma depredation pattern (2013-2015).
Depredation events data comparison (2013 and 

2015).
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Mean number of livestock present and killed by 

puma (2013 and 2015).

Methods: Semi-structured interviews, workshops with ranchers, kill site inspections.

Six years of data collection (2007-2008; 2010; 2013-2015).

00

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

M
ea

n
 n

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

li
v

es
to

ck
 d

ep
re

d
a

te
d

Semi-structured

interviews/Workshops

Kill site inspections

00

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

M
ea

n
 n

u
m

b
er

Livestock present

Livestock predated

(21.154)

(10.535)

(140)(105)
(254)

(23)(3.414)

(17.155)

(44)(48)
(787)

(1)

00

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

cattle sheep horses

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 
li

v
es

to
ck

 p
re

se
n

t 
a

n
d

 p
re

d
a

te
d

Livestock gender

Livestock present

Villarino

Livestock predated

Villarino

Livestock present

Patagones

Livestock predated

Patagones

(105)

(176)

(78)

(23)(48)

(654)

(133)

(1)
00

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

calves adults lambs foals

cattle sheep horses

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 
li

v
es

to
ck

 p
re

d
a

te
d

Livestock gender

Villarino

Patagones

(7.049)

(3.428)

(459)
(2.584)

(25.118)

(82)
00

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

cattle sheep horses

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 
ec

o
n

o
m

ic
 l

o
ss

 (
U

S
D

)

Livestock gender

Villarino

Patagones


	Diapositiva 1

