
1

BOOK OF 
ABSTRACTS

Ljubljana, Slovenia 16 - 21 September 2018
Conference Venue: The Grand Hotel Union

Human-bear coexistence in human dominated and politically 
fragmented landscapes.

www.lifewithbears.eu
#lifewithbears
#26thIBAconference  

Book of Abstracts available
@www.lifewithbears.eu



2

Published by: University of Ljubljana

Cover design and layout: Anja Nič

Suggested citation: Author’s name(s). 2018. Paper title. 26th International 
conference on Bear Research and Management. Majić Skrbinšek A (Ed.), 
16-21 September, Ljubljana, Slovenia.

ISBN:



3

26TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BEAR RESEARCH MANAGEMENT
“Human-bear coexistence in human dominated and politically fragmented landscapes.”

Ljubljana, 16 - 21 September 2018
Conference Venue: The Grand Hotel Union

Coordinator: 

Aleksandra Majić Skrbinšek, University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, 
Biology Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Members:

Alexandros A. Karamanlidis, ARCTUROS, Civil Society for the Protection and Management of Wildlife and the 
Natural Environment, Aetos, Greece & Rewilding Europe, Nijmegen, The Netherlands

Anja Molinari Jobin, Italian Lynx Project, Tarvisio, Italy

Claudio Groff, Servizio Foreste e Fauna – Provincia Autonoma di Trento, Italy

Đuro Huber, Biology Department, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Zagreb, Croatia

Frank T. van Manen, U.S. Geological Survey, Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center, Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Study Team, Bozeman, Montana, USA

Ivan Kos, University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Biology Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Georg Rauer, Research Institute of Wildlife Ecology, University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Austria

Klemen Jerina, University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Forestry Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Marta De Barba, Univ. Grenoble Alpes, Univ. Savoie Mont Blanc, CNRS, LECA, 38000 Grenoble, France

Martyn Obbard, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada

Miha Krofel, University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Forestry Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Seth Wilson, W.A. Franke College of Forestry & Conservation – University of Montana, Missoula, MT, USA and 
Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative, Jackson, WY, USA

Slaven Reljić, Biology Department, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Zagreb, Croatia

Rok Černe, Slovenia Forest Service, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Tomaž Skrbinšek, University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Biology Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE



4

CONTENTS

INVITED SPEAKERS  4
 Tom Smith: Chronicling Human-Bear Conflict: Commentary and Caveats    5
 Valeria Salvatori: EU LIFE programme contribution to bear conservation    6
 Andrés Ordiz: “Overview of human effects on bear behavior in human-dominated landscapes  7
 John D C Linnell : Coexistence: what is it, and how do we get there?     8
 Djuro Huber: Half a century of IBA Conferences – an illustrated evolution    9
 Rachel Hoffmann                     10
ORAL PRESENTATIONS  11
 Session:   Bear ecology, behaviour and physiology              
 Session:   Bears and climate change 31
 Session:   Bears and society 36
 Session:   IUCN Bear Specialist Group: What would have been without us? 47
 Session:   Human-bear interactions and management 53
 Session:   Molecular genetics in bear conservation and management 71
 Session:   Spatial requirements and demographic characteristics of bear populations 77
POSTER PRESENTATIONS  87
 Session:   Bears and climate change 126
 Session:   Bears and society 127
 Session:   Ex situ conservation 146
 Session:   Human-bear interactions and management 147
 Session:   Molecular genetics in bear conservation and management 175
 Session:   Spatial requirements and demographic characteristics of bear populations 188

11



167

Abstract ID: 178
Session: 
Human-bear interactions and management 
 
TECHNICAL PROPOSALS TO REDUCE THE BROWN BEAR DEPREDATION ON LIVESTOCK 
IN THE EASTERN ALPS AND TO PROMOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF  BEAR ALPINE-
DINARIC-PINDOS METAPOPULATION
 
Sara Vezzaro, Marta Trevisan, Marta Pieri, Andrea Vendramin, Andrea Madinelli, Marcello Franchini, Stefano Pesaro, 
Stefano Filacorda
 
Dipartimento di Scienze AgroAlimentari, Ambientali e Animali- Università di Udine, Italy

Abstract 
To promote the coexistence between large carnivores and local people, in the Alps, it is necessary to apply 
innovative technical solutions that can reduce the risk of depredation, and in the same time, are economical 
and technically sustainable. The establishment of a Dinaric-Pindos and Alpine brown bear metapopulation will 
occur only if the presence of the bear will be accepted by the Alpine   human populations, also thanks to the 
reduction of the risks of damage. From 2009 to 2017 we have sampled, through hair traps and opportunistic 
monitoring, in the Eastern Italian alps, 23 different genotypes of bears, of these 6 from Trentino population and 
17 from  Dinaric population. We have captured and equipped with a GPS/GSM collar 6 male bears (3-10 years 
old), one of which was from Trentino. The data of damages, on the Italian side, from 2009 has been analysed 
(56800 euros refunded for 136 claims) and interviews were carried out on a sample of 31 farmers. The farms 
most attacked by the bear, were sheep flocks and mixed with goats; in particular the small flocks, with a fixed 
fence, in small villages or near scattered houses. Another important type attacked were the free and unattended 
flocks in summer pastures only periodically controlled by the owner. The attitude of breeders, on the Italian side, 
is not negative also thanks to the long period of coexistence (the bear is present from 1970). The distribution of 
damages and bear habitat use has allowed to build a risk maps. The negative interactions between brown bear 
and livestock activities depend from the behaviour of individual, the environmental characteristics and the night 
management of the animals. The adoption of systems that allow the presence of dogs in mountain pastures, of 
suitable breeds, and automated night containment system must be implemented. Some innovative operational 
proposals are presented.
 


